In Europe, the arts are just a festival away
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A network of members

inviting festivals

and their partners

for joint action

and dialogue



The European Festivals Association (EFA)
is an interactive, ever more inclusive
network of festivals and festival makers

at the service of the arts and artists, ready
to engage with the alliance of stakeholders
surrounding festivals today.

Since 1952, an ever growing group of festival
members from more than 40 countries has
created bridges and working connections
—at the same time providing platforms for
cross-border collaboration, training, joint
thinking and participation.

This booklet gives a snapshot of the projects
EFA has initiated and explains how we
invite festivals and stakeholders to take an
active role.
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FestivalFinder.eu
FestivalFinder.eu is an online search tool for audiences
worldwide to discover all arts festivals, from music
to theatre, streets arts to dance, literature, etc. in 45
countries across Europe.
Sign up your festival for free and reach thousands of
audience members interested in finding out more about
Europe’s festival life www.FestivalFinder.eu.

festivalfinder.eu

EUROPE'S ARTS FESTIVALS IN ONE CLICK

European Festivals Fund

for Emerging Artists - EFFEA
The European Festivals Fund for Emerging Artists
(EFFEA) offers festivals a platform to collaborate across
borders by taking emerging artists under their wings to
develop their careers on an international level. Apply via
the annual calls for residencies on the EFFEA website
www.effea.eu.

EUROPEAN FESTIVALS FUND
FOR EMERGING ARTISTS
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Europe for Festivals, Festivals for Europe
EFFE Label

The EFFE Label is Europe’s quality stamp for remarkable
arts festivals, showing their engagement in the fields of
arts, community involvement
and international openness.
Request the EFFE Label through
www.FestivalFinder.eu.

————————
EUROPE FOR FESTIVALS

EFFE LABEL 2026-2027

EFFE Seal for Festival Cities and Regions
The EFFE Seal for Festival Cities and Regions is a
recognition of, and an invitation to, cities and regions
that wish to associate and integrate their development
and image with a strong festival, cultural and European
commitment. Join the cities and regions community and
invite your local representatives to be part of the
EFFE Seal: www.european-festivals.eu/festival-cities-

and-regions

EFFE SEAL

for Festival Cities
and Regions



Perform Europe
Perform Europe is a funding scheme that supports
inclusive, diverse, and green touring projects within the
performing arts sector. The project is led by a consortium,
including [ETM (lead), EFA, Circostrada, European Dance
Development Network (EDN), Pearle*, and IDEA Consult.
More info on: www.performeurope.eu.

The Festival Academy
The Festival Academy is the organisation that offers
various training formats on festival management
to young, dynamic and passionate festival makers
worldwide. The community counts today more than
1000 Alumni in more than 80 countries. Calls for training
opportunities are published on
www.thefestivalacademy.eu.

THE
FESTIVAL
ACADEMY

Arts Festivals Summit
The Arts Festivals Summit is the annual get-together of
festival makers along with their partners: artists, national
festival associations, cities and regions officials. Hosted
each year by an EFA Member in a different city, the
Summit is an inspiring 3-day event that brings together
250 participants to discuss the role of arts and festivals in
society. Find all the Summits on
www.european-festivals.eu/summits Arts

Festivals
Summit

EUROPEAN FESTIVALS ASSOCIATION
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Take5*
Takes* is a filmed series of encounters between 5 artists
and 2 guests who meet for the first time in a specific city
to speak about Europe, festivals, the arts and their role
in society. It is a curated, recorded exchange of opinions,
translated by the director Stefan Arsenijevic into a
60-minute documentary.
Read more on www.european-festivals.eu/take-5

Takeg*™

Up to Green
Acting as a catalyst and a platform for the exchange and
dissemination of best practices within the festivals sector,
EFA works on environmental sustainability to raise
awareness on the topic through the Up to Green initiative
and its different working formats that you can discover
here www.european-festivals.eu/sustainable-festivals

EUROPEAN
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Joining Hands and Hearts

Joining Hands and Hearts: Festivals for Ukraine is a
peer-to-peer call for pairs of festivals to engage in a one-
on-one partnership between EFA Members and colleague
festivals in Ukraine. The spirit is to offer a framework for
two festivals or more to be together, to understand the
individual needs and offers. More info on
www.european-festivals.eu/festivals-and-solidarity

mw
hands
&hearts

FESTIVALS
FOR UKRAINE

AN INITIATIVE OF THE EUROPEAN FESTIVALS ASSOCIATION



Festival Literature sveta - Fabula © Kristina Bursa¢

Eye-to-Eye, The Festival Quarterly
EFA’s e-magazine “Eye-to-Eye, The Festival Quarterly”
gives the floor to those minds that inform, influence or
inspire festival makers and making. It offers a mosaic
of deeper reflections, opinion pieces and personal
statements that are unrelated, yet connect with each
other. Enjoy the reading at www.eye-to-eye.online.

EYE-TO-EYE

THE FESTIVAL QUARTERLY
EUROPEAN FESTIVALS ASSOCIATION

Festivals Care
Festivals Care and its working group offers a conversation
on the topic of arts and health. We want to explore how
to harness the potential of arts and cultural experiences
to improve mental health and well-being for artists,
audiences and organisers alike.
www.european-festivals.eu/arts-and-wellbeing




About Europe
‘About Europe’ is an open invitation from and to the
cultural world to engage in a public conversation about
the evolution of Europe - as a continent, as a political
entity, as a voice in the world and as a cultural society.
Explore the website and the contributions of festivals
makers, artists, politicians, academics... on
www.about-europe.eu

ABOUT

EUROPE

Performing Arts Coalition (PAC)
PAC is a platform for European and international
performing arts networks to collaborate on advocacy
for the performing arts, conducting joint actions and
research, exchanging knowledge, and pooling resources.
PAC was founded in 2025 by ASSITE], Circostrada, EDN,
EFA, and [ETM. More info on https://www.european-
festivals.eu/arts-and-politics

PERFORMING
ARTS
COALITION

70-Years-On-Agenda
The activities of EFA are embedded in the joint
development of thinking on the purpose and functioning
of festivals in today's world. More than 70 years after its
formation, EFA has set up a rolling reflection group to guide
the construction of its work.
www.european-festivals.eu/70-years-on-agenda

Become a Member
Are you running a music, dance, theatre, circus, film,
literature or multidisciplinary arts festival? Do you operate
internationally and want to be part of a cross-border
festivals community? Then EFA is the right network for
your festival.

“Team up!": By being co-opted by an EFA member, your
festival can join EFA for a preferential membership fee.

www.european-festivals.eu/join-us



Benefits of being a member

Broaden your network

Increase your networking opportunities by accessing
EFA Members and EFA's close contacts when looking for
partners, artists and speakers for your festival and
other projects.

Enjoy free registration to all EFA's activities and co-
host the Arts Festivals Summits, Board meetings, Denis de
Rougemont Forum, well-being retreats, etc.

Exchange knowledge and practices

Receive the latest professional information your
festival shouldn't miss out on.

Learn from EU funding opportunities your festival
can apply to.

Log on to the EFA digital space to contact and con-
nect with EFA Members and access useful digital content
(meetings' recordings and notes, performances recommen-
dations, etc.).

Build your skills

Learn from experts and mentors and develop your
professional skills through the Ateliers of The Festival
Academy with participants from all over the world.
EFA Members get a discount for each member of their
team for each workshop (€1900 instead of €2400).

Benefit from professional advocacy, lobbying, and
info on EU policy and legal affairs through EFA's joint
initiatives with colleague networks, and association mem-
bership to Pearle* Live Performance Europe, Culture Action
Europe (CAE), International Music Council (IMC), European
Early Music Network (EEMN/ REMA), and IETM-Interna-
tional network for contemporary performing arts.

Gain international visibility

Benefit from international promotion of your festival,
organisation, news, initiatives and projects.

Show that you are a professional and serious festival by
adding the logo of EFA, and the EFFE Label to your website
and communication documents.

Make your fundraising /sponsoring efforts easier by
being a member of EFA and improve your results.

Connect to the political level
Be closer to your cities and regions' representatives
through the EFFE Seal for Festival Cities and Regions.
Be more visible and represented towards decision-mak-
ers at the European level and engage with the European
Commission and European Parliament through your
membership.



EFA in numbers

115 Members
from 34 Countries

33 EFFE Seal Cities and Regions

967 EFFEA Festivals and Artists
from 36 countries

3.749 Festivals on FestivalFinder.eu
from 48 countries

2.000 EFFE Label Festivals

1.313 Alumni of The Festival Academy
from 109 countries

113.000 Visitors annually on our 3 websites

38.000 Followers on social media

© International lzmir Festival




EFA Members « Abu Dhabi Festival « Africa simply the best «
Andrzej Markowski International Festival Wratislavia Cantans e Anibar
International Animation Festival « Ankara International Music Festival «
Aspendos International Opera & Ballet Festival « Athens Epidaurus Festival «
Audi Sommerkonzerte « BBC Proms « Berliner Festspiele « Body & Soul Festival
+ BOZAR . Bratislava Music Festival « Campania Teatro Festival « Cistermusica
— Alcobaca Music Festival « Concertgebouw Brugge « Construction Festival «
Culturescapes « De Bijloke « De Singel « Divine Comedy Festival « DokuFest
o Dubrovnik Summer Festival « Emilia Romagna Festival « Edinburgh
International Festival « Enjoy Jazz Festival For Jazz and More « Estoril Lisbon
Festival  European Festival of Performing Arts Timisoara - New Romanian
Drama Festival « Festival Literature sveta - Fabula  Festival Peralada « Festival
della Valle d1tria « Festival Delle Nazioni « Flanders Festival International e
Festival Ibiza Conciertos » Festival Internacional de Teatro Clasico de Mérida
« Festival Jordi Savall « Festival Ljubljana « Festival Musica Viva  Festival of
Contemporary Art GogolFest « Festival Udine Castello « Gdansk Shakespeare
Festival « George Enescu International Festival and Competition « GIFT -
Georgian International Festival of Arts in Thilisi « Helsinki Festival « Holland
Festival « International Antalya Piano Festival « International Izmir Festival «
International Music Festival Arsana « International Theatre Festival KONTAKT
« Israel Festival « [ Suoni Delle Dolomiti « Khachaturian International Festival
+ KharkivMusicFest « Klassisk i Sentrum « Kulturhaltestelle « Lerici Music
Festival « Les Festivals de Wallonie « Ludwig van Beethoven Easter Festival
» Macerata Opera Festival « Malta International Arts Festival « Manchester
International Festival « Maribor Theatre Festival « Mittelfest « Montenegro
Creative Collective « Mosel Musikfestival « Miipa Budapest « Music Biennale
Zagreb « Noorderzon Festival « ODESSA CLASSICS Music Festival « Oeiras
International Piano Festival « Ohrid Summer Festival « Open Air International
Theatre Festival “Prizren Fest” « Piccolo Opera Festival « Prague German
Speaking Theatre Festival « Prague Spring International Music Festival o
Ravenna Festival « ReMusica « Rossini Opera Festival « RUTA Festival  Sacrum
Profanum Festival « Saint-Denis Festival « Sarajevo Fest « Schleswig-Holstein
Musik Festival « SKUPI Kammerfest « Spoleto Festival Dei Due Mondi »
SPRING Performing Arts Festival Utrecht e siidtirol festival merano . meran e
Teatro Aveirense « Theatre City Budva  The TheaterFestival « Theatre World
Festival Brno « Turkish State Theatres « Tiirkiye Culture Route Festivals o
ULICA Street Theatre Festival » Usedom Music Festival  Utrecht Early Music
Festival « Valley of Arts Festival « Varna Summer International Music Festival
« Vilnius Festival « Vicenza Opera Festival » Wonderfeel « Yerevan International
Theatre Festival « Yerevan Perspectives International Music Festival «

Collective and Affiliate Members . Association Festivals
in Bulgaria « Association of Irish Festival Events (AOIFE) « British arts
festivals association (BAFA) « Bulgarian Festivals Association « Czech
Association of Music Festivals  FestivalFederation.be « Festivals
Edinburgh « Finland Festivals « France Festivals  ItaliaFestival e
Norwegian Live « Rotterdam Festivals « Serbian Festivals Association
« Sicheslav Festival Association “ArtEthnoFest” » Spanish Association
of Classical Music Festivals « Sweden Festivals « Association of Asia
Pacific Performing Arts Centres (AAPPAC) « European Early Music
Network (EEMN/REMA) « [ETM - International network for contem-
porary performing arts  World Federation of International Music
Competitions (WFIMC)

Honorary Members « Darko Brlek « Paul Dujardin « Gavin
Henderson « Massimo Mercelli « Pifieiro Nagy « José Louis Ocejo »
Filiz Sarper » Hermann Schnitzer « Frans De Ruiter (1946 - 2025)

Board Members « Jan Briers (President, Flanders Festival,
Federation of Music Festivals in Flanders) « Sophie Detremmerie
(Vice-President, Flanders Festival Ghent)  Francesco Maria Perrotta
(Vice-President, Italiafestival) « Franco Belletti (Ravenna Festival) ¢
Alexandra Bobes (France Festival) » Tamar Briiggemann (Wonderfeel)
« Jurriaan Cooiman (Culturescapes) « Thomas Hummel (Usedom
Music Festival) « Milena Lubarda Marojevi¢ (Theatre City Budva) e
Natalia Oszké-Jakab (Valley of Arts Festival) « Katie Paterson
(Edinburgh International Festival)

EFA Team . Kathrin Deventer (Secretary General) « Gert
Naessens (Director Business Development, Finance & Operations)
« Audrey Brisack (Director Network and Communication) « Ana
Benavides Otero (EU Projects and Policy Manager) « Donika Rudi
Berishaj (EFFEA Project Director) « Luana Santos (Communication
and Project Manager) « Ernest Thiesmeier (Administration &
Production Officer) and advisers and interns who support the daily
work of EFA
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European Festivals Association

Square Sainctelette 17

1000 Brussels - Belgium

T:+322644 48 00 -
info@european-festivals.eu
www.european-festivals.eu
www.FestivalFinder.eu | www.effea.eu

:*'*: Co-funded by
LG the European Union




